
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He is Risen! 
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In recent years I have asked folk, as Central Dudley know, to 

bring a scarf with them to church on Palm Sunday, so that 

when we join in the festal gathering singing our ‘Hosannas’, 

we can wave our scarves, football crowd style, in celebrating 

the coming King. A king riding on a donkey was a sign of a 

king coming to treat for peace. So Jesus comes to make 

peace for all people, in all time and in all places. Paul has it 

for in Christ there is no Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave 

or free, for all are one in Christ. Our cry of Hosanna – save us 

– draws us into the community of such people in our world 

today. Be at peace. 

 

Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11,  

Luke 19:28-38, John 12:12-15 

Great God of love, in these challenging days, 

when we cannot physically join in the great congregation, 

we turn to you and cry, ‘Hosanna’ – save us. 

You answer our cry with ‘be at peace’. 

We praise you and bless you holy name. 

We look to Jesus, the coming king, 

Who comes to make peace in the world, 

With words of healing and rule of love  

and whispers of peace. 

We praise you and bless your holy name. 

Be present with us by the power  

of your holy and life giving Spirit 

We praise you and bless your holy name. Amen. 

Welcome to this Holy Week booklet. It has been produced by the 
whole staff team from Dudley and Netherton Methodist Circuit. We 
have written it, because in these testing and strange times, we 
can’t meet together physically. So, while we are apart, we can be 
together spiritually instead. Not just with each other but with 
Christians across the world.  
 
Liz Dean writes: “During this Eastertide we will be unable to 
physically worship in the same space, but it is important to 
remember that we are all still part of the body of Christ, and we are 
all an integral part of Dudley and Netherton Methodist family. We 
give thanks for the opportunity to care for others and for the 
support we receive through prayer, phone calls and letters.  
Should you find yourself in need over the coming weeks we have a 
circuit telephone number 07703 814 106 and circuit email 
address: dudleyandnethertonmethodist@gmail.com where you 
can get in touch and we will do our upmost to support you. So, 
even if you feel like just a friendly chat, give us a call.” 
 
As a staff team, we talked about how to offer worship during this 
ongoing period. We concluded that offering online worship, 
however exciting and innovative would be likely to exclude very 
many of our members. Therefore, we have chosen to encourage 
everyone to be part of the national act of worship, broadcast on 
BBC1 at 11.45am on Sunday mornings. If you are able to access 
the internet the BBC produce an order of service to go alongside 
the service which can be found at www.BBC.co.uk/orderofservice  
You can also find more resources for worship on the circuit 
website www.dudleymethodist.org.uk  
 
Liz reminds us: Let’s use this space as a time for reflection and 
stillness in a world which is often so busy. 
 

mailto:dudleyandnethertonmethodist@gmail.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/orderofservice
http://www.dudleymethodist.org.uk/


Ever present God of Love, 

Come close to us in your love and help us to attend to you alone. 

In this time of international worldwide concern, where isolation is one 

of the means of controlling the spread of a virus,  

help us to know that we are still part of your family. 

Help us to use this time to reflect on our priorities in life as individuals, 

as communities and nations that as we work to a new future your 

priorities may shape our lives, justice,  

peace and wellbeing for all people and the world we live in. 

Ever present God of love, we worship and praise your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

I always refer to Mark as the diary Gospel because it is short, 
succinct and it doesn’t beat around the bush. Jesus curses the fig 
tree - he’s hungry - the tree has no fruit - plenty of leaves but no 
fruit. It wasn't the right time for fruit. Jesus is angry and 
frustrated - perhaps Jesus’ frustration is a manifestation of his 
human traits at a very tense time in his ministry. 

 

The following day they see the fig tree withered from its roots and 
Peter reminds Jesus - there is the tree you cursed Rabbi. Jesus 
then goes into a discourse to his disciples about faith and prayer. 
We could spend a lot of time unpacking this story and come up 
with many different ideas and opinions as to what it all means. It 
made me think of the times we’re living in right now, strange 
times indeed. I've never experienced anything like this before. I 
sure wish I could curse this wretched virus and kill it at its roots. 
Unfortunately, we can’t do that, can we? It's beyond us mere 
mortals, isn't it?   
 

All we can do is draw from the deep well of our faith and thank 
God for the many blessings in our lives. God is with us in all of this 
and as Jesus told Peter and his disciples we must pray with faith, 
conviction and confidence. 

 

3 
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What are the 

things that make 

you really cross? 

Maybe in these 

strange times we 

are travelling 

through our 

answer to that 

question has 

shifted. Maybe I should ask, what recently has moved you? 

Applause at the door, a phone call. I leave you to fill in your 

answers. In our time away from being in our church buildings 

I wonder what has made the dispersed church real for you. 

Clearing away the clutter and making real space for the ever 

present God may be surprising. A house of prayer! For all 

people! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We humbly pray dear 
Lord that you keep us 
grounded in our faith 
and encapsulated in 

your love. We ask this 
in the name of Christ, 
who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one 
God now and 

forevermore. Amen.   
 

Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-19, Luke 19:45-46 

Mark  
11:12-14, 19-25 
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Lord God, 

In your compassion, come close to those 

who cry out in pain, to all who are sleepless 

with worry. And to any who are physically 

or mentally wounded. Convince us that 

what matters is healing, it is not a magic 

formula, Or special kind of prayer, But 

simply the willingness to enlarge our trust 

in your presence. May your presence 

encourage those who nurse and tend the 

sick, or wait and weep as loved ones cling 

to life. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, help us learn from Christ’s example; Help us to do as he 

has done for us. The world will know we are his disciples 

If we love one another. Strengthen our hands and our wills for love 

And for service. Keep before our 

eyes the image of your Son, Who, 

being God, became a Servant for 

our sake. All glory be to him who 

lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, One God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

When we think of spies we probably think of James Bond, all car chases 

and glamour. On the other hand, you may see the Harry Palmer films as 

more realistic. I suspect much of a spy’s work is done secretly and in 

the dark.  Judas acted as spy against Jesus and we read he went off to 

see the chief priests and officers of the Temple guard, secretively. His 

agreed method of betrayal was a kiss, but under the cover of darkness. 

As Christians, we are told to be people of the light. Jesus warns that He 

will return ‘like a thief in the night’ Paul teaches the Thessalonians that 

they are people of the light and day, ‘for those who sleep , sleep at night 

and those who get drunk, get drunk at night’. Holy week contrasts so 

many contrasts between darkness and light, the light and celebration 

of the entry into Jerusalem, the darkness of Jesus anger as he 

overturns the tables in the Temple. The darkness of the betrayal and 

crucifixion. But the glorious and everlasting light of the resurrection. 

In these particularly dark times let us be people of the light, showing 

hope that we will come through these difficult times, it may feel like 

Friday, but Sunday is coming. 

 
Luke 22:1-6 

Jesus’ final days on this earth contained much loneliness, a sense of 

isolation. Unable to share His feelings with those He loved. And yet 

just a few days earlier He was received with crowds shouting 

Hosanna! A time which perhaps we can relate to, being in isolation, 

not able to see our friends or family and similarly just a few days ago 

we could walk around freely. 

Yet Christ offers us hope. During Maundy Thursday He shares in the 

Last Supper with His disciples but also importantly He washes their 

feet. Something which a king shouldn’t be doing, this is the task of a 

servant. But Jesus reminds us that He is no conventional King, He is 

The Servant King, showing love to all. 

Maundy means commandment in Latin and Christ left His disciples and 

us with this commandment, to love one another as I have loved you. So 

during these uncertain times and times of isolation may we reflect on 

these words and remember to love those around us, by coming up 

with creative ways to show them this love Christ speaks of. 

Remembering Christ has already walked the path we tread and guides 

us on our way. 

John 13:1-17, 34-35 
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Are we truly aware of the price of 
Jesus’ actions for us? Giving his life 
so that we can have full life. We have 
seen some heroism recently, people 
serving others knowing it means 
death for themselves. Sometimes we 
take others actions for granted and forget the cost. Although 
we should not feel constantly guilty for our wrongs (that 
would undermine our freedom), at the same time we should 
take our freedom seriously. Ask yourself, does your life 
honour those who have made sacrifices for us? Take a 
moment to consider the areas of our lives that God wants us 
to change, and ask for his grace to help us.  

 
 
 
 
 

God of light, into the 
darkness of this day 
make us people who are 
willing to pour out 
ourselves for others in 
the spirit by which Jesus 
poured out himself for 
us. We know how the 

Jesus story ends, yet in this moment we might not be sure. Help our 
doubt and moments of unbelief. Help us cling to Jesus’ words that 
our task as disciples is to love one another as Jesus has loved us. 
Offer to us those wonderful words of life as we sit in the midst of 
death, betrayal and denial. Give us the hope to which your whole 
creation points. We pray this prayer in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we come to this Good Friday, help us feel our way into the story 
of Jesus’ self-giving for us. As we look upon the distress and misery 

of our brothers and sisters, help us keep in mind the sacrifice of 
Jesus performed on our behalf. 

Matthew 

27:27-66 

Jesus was dead and buried. In some traditions God is 

dead.  For the followers of Jesus a vigil, a waiting to 

complete the burial rites. For others a waiting not 

knowing … For us in this waiting a chance to reflect, to 

remember what God has done in the life and death and 

… of Jesus. A gentle invitation from Jesus to walk with 

him to the heart of things, using this finger Labyrinth 

and then to come back to life, God’s great gift. 

Luke 23:48-56 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://clipart-library.com/free/crown-of-thorns-silhouette.html&psig=AOvVaw3W54jMoG-MboAj0_0q8gCy&ust=1585604791860000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPj7iarUwOgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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There are many stories of what happened after the 

resurrection. One is of Mary in the garden, another is the 

women going early to the tomb to go and dress and anoint the 

body before anyone else could come along. They met with 

angels. Another story is of Peter rushing to see for himself. 

Another is of Thomas saying he couldn’t believe it unless he 

saw it for himself. Another is as Cleopas and friend (or 

perhaps his wife?) walking to Emmaus and finding themselves 

talking to Jesus. We all find our own way of meeting with 

Jesus. Some of us recognise him, some of us don’t. Some of 

us believe without seeing, others need a bit more help. 

However we meet with Jesus, the key question is what we do 

about it. Do you allow it to change you? Or do you carry on as 

normal? And if it is the service as normal, what would it take 

for you to see the world differently, to let Love into your life 

and see the world as God sees it? 

 

 

 

 

 

He blesses every love that weeps and grieves 

and now he blesses hers who stood and wept 

and would not be consoled, or leave her love’s 

last touching place, but watched as low light crept 

up from the east. A sound behind her stirs 

a scatter of bright birdsong through the air. 

She turns, but cannot focus through her tears, 

or recognise the Gardener standing there. 

She hardly hears his gentle question, “Why, 

why are you weeping?”, or sees the play of light 

that brightens as she chokes out her reply, 

‘They took my love away, my day is night.’ 

And then she hears her name, she hears Love say 

the Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day. 

 
©Malcolm Guite 2012 Sounding the Seasons 

 

The power of the Creator  
who brings life out of death, be in this place.  
The risen Christ be your constant companion.  
The healing embrace of the Holy Spirit encircle you  
so that you see resurrection ever about you. Amen. 
 

©Chris Polhill – Fire and Bread Wild Goose Publications 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 
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